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, ....... · Pride of placemtistgo to Cardoso Pires'sAlex- ' 
.,Alexandre Pinheiro-Torres · -' .. andra Alpha, in which contemporary Portugal · 
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. . becomes a ·- metaphor' for ·' the failure of· the ' 
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1 • socialist ideals 'of the ~974 revolutioiI. Particu• ··• 
:,iA1eiandra1Alpha ·i ( i< ·! ': • ·-:' " ·iarly successful is the authór's depiction ín pre- · 
448pp.:Lisóon:··oo~ Quixote. Esc l,2QO. ' · cise ançl iich detail of LiSbon and its environs. \ 
LIDIAJORGE..1 :r,f · '{ '· • :·1 •· • · ' ' ln bis protag~nist Alexandra, Pires reflects the 
A Costa dos Murmúrios · · ''' huge vafiety of,challenges which face Western 

. 259pp. L'isbon: Dom Quixote. Esc 1,200. · '··' ' • women . tóday; unlike traditionauy · sheltered 
VERGÍLIO FERREIRA ' 1 . 

1
· ' •• " ' ' '. Portuguese women; she is a kind of yuppie who 

Atéaofim ·~ .,•,; ;t •• ' •;'.. i. experiences severa! physical and emotional 
273pp. Lisbon: Bertrand. Esc 1,300. · ' ... !· worlds at the sarne time. ·Many of Pires's char-
BAPTISTA-BASTOS · '•. ··' · · i · · ·.. acters are outcasts, symbolizing the enormous 
ÁCollnàdeCristal d· i. :,., ,. gulfs · within ·modem Portugal: Alexandra 

;zt2pp. Lisbon ~ OJornal. Esc7()0. .... Alpha is a remarkably Pirandellían novel, full 
ÁNTÓNIOLOBOANTUNES of surrealistic humour . .-111.1" • . 

. .'As Naus:~ -\>,i:.1~·· 1r: ·-" 11 Lídia Jorge'~ ·A ·Costa dos Murmúrios (The 
147pp.' Lisbon: Dom Quixote: Esc 1,200. Whispering Coast) is· ostensibly about the col-
MARIA VELHO DA COSTA .; ' · .~ ~ · ' 1 onial war· iii Mozambique. Jorge does ' not, 

; MissainAlbis lJ .• ~x,i :~ •• •· "· • however, dwell on by now well-known events, 
- ~5pp. Lisbon: Dpmquixote. Esc 1,480. on Portuguese massacres and acts of barbar-
"ÁNGELACA1RES ·"1·r.'; · " ' ism; but .rather on the:empty lives of officers' 

Michael Teague's photograph of the beach at Calicut 
in Kerala where V asco da Gama landed in 1498. lt is , 
reproducedfrom Teague's ln the Wake ofthe 
Portuguese Navigators (12Jpp. Manchester: ··Daqui em Diante só há ·Dragões ' · < wives who while awéiy their days in the Stella 

i~~PP~.Lisb_?n : Bertrand. Esc980. Maris hotel in Beira~ awaiting their husbands' ' 
• , t ., J ' • return from the front. 'They pass the time fanta-
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ibly an account of dissent in a middle-class 
family- journalist Claudio confronting bis wife 
Flora and son Miguel. But through the clash of 
their temperaments, Fernando discusses fun­
damental issues such as the crisis we face at the 

~ cÕntemporary ·Portuguese fiction is mainly sizing .that the 'war will soon end in a Portu-
. ',.cónc6rned with social realities - the upheavals guese victory; a belief sustained by the convie-
, ot the recent history of Portugal, the forty- tion of high-ranking officers that the blacks are 
-.. efght ' yéars · of fe.scism, the colonial wars; the doomed; they also dream of a local Portuguese 

fight for frl!edom and the changes brought ab- -unilateral · declaration · of ; independence in 
out by thé e~igration en masse during the last emulation of Ian Smith in Rhodesia, so bet-

,· liftlf-century .. At the sarne time one of its main raying the expedations of the Fascist govern-
characteristics, as exemplified in the works of . ment in Lisbon. We meet Luís Alex, obsessed 

· 'sdme of,Portugal:s' most problematic writers, with the solution of insoluble equations of the 
Vl:rg!Jio Ferreira ~· Agustina Bessa-Lufs, José fifth order, who 'is transformed by the press- . 

·ÓU'doso Pires or Álineicia Faria, is a profound ures of war into a bàrbarian who exhibits the 
; cbhcern for·the eternal problems of man. So · heads of blacks on pikestaffs. Lídia Jorge ski17 
·'f~~though; it has baiely been translated into fully avoids · journalistic· dichés , and at the 

: :rEhglish!' Although m the past four years Antó- sarne time frees herself from the magic realism 
' mó· Lobo' Antooes'~ South of Nówhere, José that coloured her earlier:o Dia dos Prodigios 
· catdósô Pire's's Ballad of DOg's Beach; the late (The Day of Míracles) and O Cais das Meren-

Jórge de Sena's The W'?ndrous Physician and ,. das(A Qúayhotfor-ShipsbuiPicnics).A Costa 
. the oritstartding Baltasar and Biimunda by José aos ·Murmúrios has jts symbolic and mythical 
S~~gb,have all been published in Britain, ,. dimension-as well as an ironic, even burlesque, 
oüring the

1 
sarne period some twenty Portu· · note ..-' ·as in the tragicomedy leading to the 

guese ·novels have been enthusiastically· re- · death·of the mathematician, =Alex. • · 
··éelved ·in Ftance;-Belfohd is about to produce .;, ln contrast; Vergílió Ferreira's Até ao fim 

·· Al~~a I Fâryff~s t~\bgy " Trilogia LliSita~a (Righ~ to the End) is a philosophical novel. ! 

· (t'~sJours de la Passton"), the saga of a famtly Ferreira has for many years probed the sarne 
"'':-of>Japded ge~try fr.om t~e Alentejo province ·sort ofexistentialist problems as those addres~ 
·-....which spáns the past1five centuries. · · - · !• · -, sed by Sartre . But in a few tours de force, such 
" '• Thé 'Eriglish-speaking world has tradition- as Aparição (The Vision) ;' Estrela Polar (The 
· allf exhibited a certain superiority towards the Northem Star) or Pará Sempre (For Ever) , he 
writing of countries which it regards as literary strikes a peculiarly personal · note . Alegria 
outposts. But the best Portuguese novels pub- Breve (Brief Happiness); published in 1965, i:; 

. lish~4: this' year, are in no sense peripheral. · perhaps _bis masterpie~ Até aq fim is ostens--
.... . >":.A 1' - ; ~ ~... q, 1,: ~.' ·\ • i. .. t 
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e~d of the millennium. •. 1 

A Colina de Cristal (The Glass Hillside), by 
Baptista-Bastos, is the story of two road en­
gineers , Centauro and Remora , ·who attempt 
to ignore political turmoil in Lisbon during the 
years preceding tlie revolution of May 28, 
1926, wbich led to the imposition of fascism in 
Portugal. They are forced to confront reality 
and, incapable of distinguishing between var-

. ious courses of action open to them, they end 
up in Salazar's Fascist Legion. Baptista-Bastos 

·: is especially good on the mechanisms of fear 
and "the fascination with the tyrannical image 
of power'; . António Lobo Antunes's· As Naus 

· (The Galleons) · is a fantastic inversion of 
Camoens's The Lusiads. lt is an attempt to 

: dismantle the myth of empire, and to this end 
Lobo Antunes invents a band of colonial Por-

~ tugliese who, immediately after the African ) 
colonies gain their independence;' ·rush to , 
escape to Portugal·. Theirs is an almost univer- · . .­
·sal exodus; hundreds of thousands of people · 
are stricken with panic at the idea of black rui e. 
Lobo Antunes attributes to these terrified ex­
patriates the names of a series of great figures 
from the era of Portuguese overseas expan­
sion, navigators such. as Diogo Cão, Cabràl 

' " _____ ,,_. _ .. 

,_ 

' ' . . 
(who discovered Brazil), and Vasco da Gama;-: 
literary figures such as Camoens, Mendes·Pin : 
to, Fr: António Vieira. As Naus is, in the main, 
entertaining, though not perhaps as humóro~ 
as it might have been - althougl} for tho~, who , 
have already had a surfeit of bombastic com­
memorations of the Discoveries,:. it has. thel · 
salutary effect of a purgative. "· .· (1 ,. ·~,., 

Missa in Albis, by Maria Velho .da Costa,'. 
one of the "three · Marias" responsible for 
Novas Cartas Portuguesas, 1972 (New Portu­
guese Letters, published by Gollancz in 1975), , 
is also set in contemporary Portugal, and is a 
demanding but important novel. Da Costa de­
serts traditional models, shatters conventional · 
structures and meanings, and skilfully nndet- . 
mines readers' expectations.' :Tiuough · an • 
evocation of another ex-Portuguesé colony," 
Timor, on the brink of invasion by the 
Japanese during the Second World War, she 
too deals with the conflict of generations, the 
ways in which patterns of behaviour are im-: · 
posed and derided in our time. ' · · · -

Perhaps the best, partly because least ex- · 
pected, Portuguese novel of 1988 is Daqui em 
Diante só há Dragões (From here on there will. 
only be dragons); by Angela Caires. This is a 
story of petit-bourgeois experience 1n a smaff 
town on the Angolan coast, shortly before the · 
upheavals of Angolan lndependence. lt is not 
an account of the war but, rather, a picaresque 
portrait of society full of hilarious episodes, a 
carnival in which comic moments abound: the 
hounding of Sampaio, who has been branded 
as a comrimnist by Oliveira; the police chief; 
the ~ay in whicb sámpaio succeeds in altering . 
thé results of the rigged elections ' which 
Oliveira took for granted; the election of Miss -
Ambriz in a local beauty contest. Characters 

· such as Oliveira, Sampaio and especially the 
Rabelaisian, middle-aged Dona • Amélia, · 
whose martyrdom consists in trapping a series 
of eligible partners who prove ·to -be either 
pimps or idiots, are only a 'few out of a very . 
extraordinary collection. ., ' · ' 1t · .... ·: ,. ·. ~ 
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