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BA.LI..AD OF DOGS: BEACH by, •. of the reader, la : lils desire ti,-
~O)~Id ·:r:~~ ~~:.j ~' ~-~¥'he - -i,;;;~ti,~ -- ~or- -a1~ -~~~-1 
this celebrated murder story a derives. uoarently. from the I 
cross between Ga-briel Garcia · real-life reveiatfons of • · British '! 
M..-ques and ~ptha Christie. . lntfli~ence contract k-iller: and 
That might .be • convenient ' While the -trea'bnent -of such a i. 
way of suggestlns the unusual · · 
mixture of straishtforward sus-

. pense and scholar•Y. elliptical 
prose ~n this ·book. but · th" · 
truth is. it's hisiJiv""qrjgjnal and·· 
needs · nO · jnViiifed forebears. -, 

Sold as ·the "dossier . -of & " 
murdM"," it's th•- atory ·ef the ·· 
lnvesti.:ation wtlich · 4ollowed.' 

. the discovery of ·a mutil'lted 
corpse in the sand dunes. Pires 
cllna to a precise. factual tone. • 
without ever beins merely -re. · 
THE KREMLIN KISS br Bria.n 
Ftreema.ntle (Oentury, .. £19·95). · · 
There's -bnly one way· • ·hero .­
with a n-ame like ;Brink·man can 
behave, and that makw most 
of.· this · -East-West -SII, storY ·. ;PR~OR: ;direct hit ..... ·, :_ , 
quite llrediotable. :Brinkman is · · · ... • ·• -
push ins on t.Nt fronts: he -;·subject In such · a S.riuti~"ftal· 
wants the 6oviet ·:defector 'to form of fiction tends to make-· 
come to him, rather than · the It less ·than credible, Prior sue­
Americans: and tie wants the -~. in ernbeddinc • tense 
wife of -tris American equivalent . drama in an a'bnosPhare of 
to defect in his favour as well. .. &PDrOPriate and crush inc cYnlc-

IPientv can r;o wrons with lam. . · · ·. -
these plans. and t~lentl' doe~ -. THE SJS'IIERB by iROOert Litlteli 
Freemantle seta lt 'all uo neatlw· -- (Cape, ·:·£;9-150). · Frane•• -·and 

· and some of · the t»assaf'ea In Carroll are old-sble CIA aPnts; 
-which .Brinkman Ia within an ·.-the lftinp and ,arackett of in• · 
ace of winninc all 'ttle tricks · 'ln-ternataonal esolonace, - an 
are tense -and clever. - · office joke.. amiable and eccen­
HER MAJ'ESTY'S HIT MAN by - ·trio olotters whose camo banter 

. AHan P.rior (Gra.f'bon, .f»-1115). belies ' 'their venr masculine 
.Jay, the assassin·hero of this · ruthlessness. · :=.:... · : 
book, doesn 't want to- know- - - The sisters, a·· Carroll and 
who he's .being sent to· kill, or Francis are knoW'n In 'the Coin­
why, or what me risks are. He ..: oanY. fletch an tixtremeiJt elab­
j~nt wants money and·.- 'the orate scheme to snare • Soviet 
sense of -or ide -th.:t comes from _ •'-er: 'but all thex succud In 
believins that it's better. on arouwinl! .,. thetr own d-­
balanoe, to murder one of . .en ins na&btrnaraa. · 
theirs than it is to lose one of Littell Ia as well versed in 'the 
your own. · "- ·earebral, t~retentiPua folkfura of 

It's not the first time that :i -· ttae CIA as anyone. so the com­
professional killer hae been 'the PlexJty of tt1a strata811111 tie 
hero of a thriller. but it's hard . discovers amonat · the world's 
to remember one so slavish and · Hct-et · ·communitieS ... · often 

. compromised as this. What surPrisin~ and sometimes 
· rescues.. ttim.-....in · the aYmNtt!Y ~-braa~~ins-;_... · - ~· ,., , y ... , 


