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SCHIZO-POLITICS 
·'-:'.8 Jose Cardoso Pires: 'The Ballad Of 
:':·oog•s Beach•. Translated by Mary 
<:Fitton. (Everyman . £4 .50) 
,'}Ninner of Portugal's highest literary award and 
:;with the film rights to his novel already sold. 
,.,\Cardoso Pires looks set to be packaged here. 
·<a,ongside Calvino. Marquez and Borges as yet , .. 

another latin .darling of the literary 
postmodems. Such· status would belii! ·the 
scrUples of a writer whose work· is' bcitlt' ~elf; .· •.•. . . 

::.':--:: 

to uridemiin~ the Salazar regwne ~ h3ci ~~ · -=: 
' iri !Hdffig, vainly awaiting instrUctions from [heir 
commondOie~ • . . . · ·· : 
.. lnspec~or EliaS Sanuria he3ds.the ~uiry. 11e· · 
'.figUres in. the record o(i:his irlvestig;ltlon as he ; 
n~es in Jt:'~nally'-a doUble :m~~ning, si~~ ,. 
-Elias' childhoOdmemorie$, fant'aSies and · .. : •' ;,· .. 
' fei:ishistiCc:deslre$ are as ceni:ral to the nar'~tr,;e /: 
as the baie facts he assembles,· Ttie-novei is h;ssJ· 

:a whodunl'iit:-hingeing· on a trUth t~ ·be · .' · 
. reveaied-dlan a contemPiatio~· on Wh:i~ · is•k. 
. excess_ C;>r that 'truth, what is afways cens~red ' 
Trom the ~mciaJ version; Through his -:· · .. < : < 

·.inter:rogailon of the woman compir:nor;· .ei~s ... 
becomes priest and voyeur, lingering over . the · · 

· details of her sexual r'elationship with the Major, . .': 
. fedstiising her .as a . mystery .. both. saint and ' .... '\ :. 

Wf1C;re. Confession is indeed 'music· to a ·· · · · ·' · 
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paf,lnoia ohhe (inipotern) major. the. portent :;.: .· 
of his .Cleiith marked in the 'text of 'The Sea : ' . 
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..• , / : '(on, s~o!id r!;jdi~g.'-;_!>ut a foreword, introducing 

;./s\·,_~~~t~r~t~J:;~~~:t;dership would have been 
..:---:. ->;:-:!.•'/'.~~-:::-:·.:,<::· 


