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Cardoso Pires is a noyelist and dramatist who 
has an irnpor�t pl;ce in modem Portuguese 
belles-lettres: If I am not nústaken, Books
Abroad in speaking of Portuguese literature 
has overlóoked his work, at least as far as par
tially doing justice to his book of nine stories, 
rather nine récits, masterfully handled and 
whose profoundly human and almost always 
social subjects do not at ali prevent giving them 
the total dirnension of man himself, of the 
thread in the needle, nor froni end�wing them 

.. with a rich writÍng, un.sentiméntal, full of 
n:u.ânces, \Vitty. Speaking of nuances, I under

, .:stand nmuié:es,. as 
_
beloJigmg to composition,

;; let .us. say structurâl; ;but also linguistic: they 
. underliri.c: even mcire the àuthênticity of his 
. charaétecs/ �y nüserable· but drenched 

with: � �� � 4ràinatic quality that 
in aiiy cise:_gives fu the' episodes a semblance 

· to lifé ari.d SOJ!letimés à_ tragic: poetry as if it
·crjmd ·recapture the-unity that the world lacks,
something like déstiny, ·. _. ..
. Caid� P'.ires KJ:19'!5 how tô look at people

ànd their respective érivironinents;"·he. knows
how tó listeil to them as kw. of his êolleagues
do• who co�tly

.
_invokéfidelity "to realist· 

. concepts. But: the atithor óf Jogos de Azar like-
. . wise �o:ws � how to givecfree .réin at the 

right mpmént tri bis pen, to: J;üs sty\ej � his in-..
.

toxii:ating, enthüsiasm, · to. · his ÍIIÍ:!gination 
which is 11.eye(dévoid of inn:lligm� l�di_ty, . 
arid-,balanée� · · · . ..·• ·· · · · · · _/i'- �- • . 
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